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ECWR Condemns the Violation of

(Cairo, April 5th, 2022) ECWR condemns the violation of women'’s rights in
Afghanistan, especially after the Taliban authorities recently announced
the suspension of girls’ education from the sixth grade until further notice.
Since the Taliban government took power in Afghanistan in 2021, the
Taliban have introduced new policies and regulations based on their own
interpretation of Islam and Sharia - many of which have placed restrictions
on women's rights, including the exclusion of women from public life. The
Taliban has prevented many women from returning to their public sector
jobs. Their movement within the country has been reduced, as the Taliban
imposed a ban on women traveling long distances using transportation
without a male relative, as well as closing schools and depriving girls from
attending secondary schools. In response, several groups of Afghan
women activists staged protests and demonstrations in Kabul despite of
violent repression, assault, and, in some cases, unfair detention by the
Taliban.

Women's Rights in Afghanistan

Education is not a
“Right” but an
“Obligation” in

Islam

Add a littleln the same context, Al-Azhar Al-Sharif resolved
the doctrinal controversy related to a number of
contemporary issues, of which women had the largest
share, and came as follows:

e |t is permissible for a woman to assume senior positions,
the judiciary, and fatwas, and it is not permissible to
circumvent this right to confiscate it or put obstacles or
administrative complications from those who are
arrogant for a woman to sit next to them; They prevent
her from her legally, constitutionally and legally assigned
right, and every such attempt is a "great sin".

¢ |t is permissible for a woman to travel without a mahram
in case hers is a safe journey

e Arbitrary divorce that is not sustained by a valid legal
ground is forbidden and a moral crime.

¢ There is no “house of obedience” in Islam

e A guardian has no right to prevent a woman from
marrying a qualified man whom she approves of without
an acceptable reason.

¢ The wife is legally entitled to allocate for herself a share
of her husband’'s wealth during his lifetime if she is a
reason for the development of this wealth.

Hence, the Taliban government's allegation of violating
women's rights in the name of Sharia and Islam is not based
on correct interpretations.

bit of body text

Therefore, the Egyptian Center for Women's Rights (ECWR) calls for

concerted international and regional efforts, especially the countries of the

Islamic world, to pressure the Taliban government to stop discriminatory

practices against women and girls in Afghanistan.



